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--Sunday, September 3, 1-4 p.m.: Solar observing, Sandy Ridge Reservation
--Wednesday, September 6, 7 p.m.: Regular meeting, Carlisle Reservation
Visitors Center. Members' photos and videos of the Solar Eclipse.
--Saturday, September 9, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.: Adventure Fest, Mill Hollow
Reservation (solar observing if weather permits)
--Thursday, September 14, 7 p.m.: Board meeting, Blue Sky Restaurant,
Amherst
--Friday, September 15, 9-11 p.m.: Public observing, Nielsen Observatory
(note: no cloud backup date on 9/16)
--Saturday, September 16, 5 p.m. - ?: CAA OTAA, Letha House

--Saturday, September 23, 4:30 p.m. - ?: BRAS OTAA,
Birmingham United Methodist Church (click here for map).
Bring $5/head, a dish to pass, and your own sporks, bibs,
and NA beverages. Coffee, water, hot dogs, condiments
and buns will be provided.
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Visit Our Website
Explore if you will the informative BRAS website and all its interesting, timely
links, and join the interactive members-only BRAS Forum to better keep in touch.

***
BOARD SUMMARY

August 10, 2017

The meeting of the Board of Directors of the Black River Astronomical Society convened at
7:09 p.m. with 8 Directors present. Minutes of the July meeting were read and approved as was the
Treasurer's report. Committee reports came next with the Guidescope editor, Bill Ruth, reporting that
all was well. The Website chairman, Lee Lumpkin, reported that he had removed the notation about the
change of meeting venue information as it was now out of date, and has started up the ephemeris again.
He has also added the instructions on tightening the focus adjustment on the club's Lunt hydrogen
alpha telescope to the site. Instrumentation came next with John Reising reporting on the refurbishment
of the club 13” Odyssey telescope. The tube donated by Diane Lucas (many thanks, Diane!) is 6' long
and 16” in diameter. We can make this work and John now has a way to mount the mirror so that it
doesn't have to be removed and reinstalled each them the telescope is used as was previously necessary.
John will work on the 13” as he continues to prepare the new 16” for use. The OTAA Chairman
reported that the OTAA convention dates are as follows:
MVAS

Saturday Aug. 12

CAA

Saturday Sept. 16

BRAS

Saturday Sept. 23

The Metro Parks Liaison reports he has tried to email the facilities director at Carlisle but has
had no reply, so he will try to telephone next week.
Programming is as follows:
September

Member Eclipse Photos

October

Annual Meeting of the Members and Elections

November

OPEN

December

Annual Holiday Pot Luck/Party at Amherst Beaver Creek

Jan-March

OPEN

April

Tentative--Rob Owen

May

John Reising on Mars prior to opposition

June-November

OPEN

Old Business came next with the first item a discussion of the upcoming Adventure Fest held by
the Metro Parks at Mill Hollow on Saturday, Sept 9th from 10:00-3:00 p.m. We discussed participation
because this event would be our third in three straight weekends, but enough people were willing to
commit to attend, that we decided to participate. Those offering to participate were Greg Zmina, Tim
Kreja, Steve Schauer and we hope, Jim Cunningham and Jeff Walsh. Schauer will so inform the Metro
Parks.
The second item of Old Business was publishing the annual club roster. We have been slow on
this because of the number of club activities, eclipse planning and the absence of Lee Lumpkin due to a
family emergency. Dan Walker will work on preparing a roster to disseminate to members after the
eclipse is over.
The third item was a final vote on the size and location of the storage building we are hoping to
build at the Nielsen to house the new 16” Newtonian telescope that will not fit through the door of the
current building. This new building will also house the telescopes that currently clutter the perimeter
walls of the Nielsen as well as the three telescopes currently stored at the John Reising Home for
Wayward Telescopes. After brief discussion, the board voted to build a building 10 feet wide by 16 feet
long with 6 foot sidewalls. It will be placed on the west side of the observatory, between the concrete
pad and the access road. We will offer to pay for the construction of such a building and will ask the
LCMP for a concrete pad on which to place the building and for electricity in the building for red
lights, white lights and outlets.
Some time ago, Len Jezior contacted the Board in regard to some videos he found on YouTube.
The site is called Astrum, and the videos, which average about 10 minutes, are really very good. Len is
suggesting that we show a video at each General Meeting. After discussion, the Board doesn't want to
use them at every meeting, but does want to use them for programs and at meetings were the normal
program might run short. Another time Astrum might be perfect is during elections while the Board is
meeting separately to elect officers. We thank Len for such a good find!
The next item of Old Business was planning for our OTAA Convention on September 23rd.
Since we only have one more Board meeting prior to the event, planning needed to be advanced.
Assignments are as follows:
Tim K.

hot dogs and grills/charcoal

Mickey H.

hot dog buns and condiments

Greg Z.

ice, bottled water and coolers

Jim C.

table settings, power strips and extension cords

Tim K.

Program: The history of the refractor

Greg Z/Jeff W Door Prizes
Dan W.

Cash box, tickets, change

John R.

Dawn Patrol

The final item of Old Business was a vote to make Swen Nielsen a Patron member of the BRAS
and as such offer him membership for life. For several years, Swen has been one of the club's most
ardent supporters and recently put us in touch with the woman who donated the 16” Newtonian to the
club and a dome-type observatory for Greg Cox who is donating it to his church. For his many
contributions to the club we are delighted to give Swen Patron membership!
There were only a few items of New Business. First was the happy task of voting to accept the
membership application of Bob Lemart who is a friend of Greg Zmina. Welcome Bob! We also had an
application for membership from Raphael Hernandez who made the request through the Night Sky
Network. Dan Walker will reply and ask for an actual BRAS membership form to be filled out. Raphael
lives in Lorain, worked at the steel mill, and has previously been a member.
There was brief planning for the eclipse watch party we are co-sponsoring with the LCMP at the
Burrell Homestead on the 21st. Sadly, we are unable to get any additional help for the event with Jeff
Walsh, Jim Cunningham and Mike Murray as our only workers. Since Jeff is still away, Schauer will
get the club's Lunt and mount, the club handouts and solar glasses, and a portable table to Jeff upon his
return.
Dates were set, and the meeting was adjourned.
~Steve Schaueer
***

HAVE YOU EVER WANTED TO SERVE AS A MEMBER OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS?
If so, three board positions are up for re-election at the October regular meeting. One of the
positions will be vacant. If you would be interested in running for a 3-year term on the Board, or know
someone you would like to nominate, please let Greg Zmina know at the next regular meeting or via
email.

(thanks to John Reising)

(thanks to Len Jezior)

(thanks to Lee Lumpkin. This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial
2.5 License. Permanent link to this comic: https://xkcd.com/1371/)

ECLIPSE-ORAMA NIGHT
Please feel free to bring your images and videos of the Solar Eclipse of
2017 to the September 6 meeting at the Carlisle Visitors Center. You can
bring prints to display, or flash drives with the images or videos for
projection at the meeting.

